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courTesy The Designers

Serendipitously entering 
this project at its very incep-
tion, Ankita Jain and Dhwanil 
Patel were able to supervise 
the civil work, almost from the 
slab up. ‘With a carpet area of 
5,000 square feet, this space 
comprises 13 offices put 
together. We simply asked the 
builder not to construct the 
dividing walls,’ says Ankita. 
The result is a kind of tabula 
rasa, in which the services 
were taken care of as per the 
client’s requirements, right at 
the beginning. The electrical 
and data services were put in 
place exactly as needed, for 
which Dhwanil coordinated 
with the various agencies 
involved.

‘There is very little wall 
space in the office…mostly it 
exists only below window sills 
on the periphery of the office. 
We asked the builder not to 
plaster the walls either,’ says 
Ankita. The material palette 
consists of exposed stone 
bricks, RCC rendering stone 
and veneers. ‘There are no 
high-end materials like back 
painted glass,’ says Ankita. 
Four faux columns were cre-
ated on the periphery of the 
office, to hide the shaft doors, 
behind which the VRV units 
have been placed. 

The brief called for an 
open office to seat 160 staff  

Brick  
Marries 
Hi-Tech

An office for an IT company in Ahmedabad by Ankita 
Jain and Dhwanil Patel employs an atypical colour 
palette together with a judicious use of exposed brick. 
The resultant space is contemporary yet timeless, 
weaving together apparently incompatible aesthetics.
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members, since the work cul-
ture is very informal. Unusu-
ally, the designers had to con-
sciously steer away from the 
predictable blue and white 
colour palette of most IT offices. 
Consequently, shades of green 
define the reception, directing 
the expectations of visitors at 
the entrance itself. The waiting 
area is dotted with Scandina-
vian furniture, furthering the 
contemporary aesthetic. ‘We 
toyed with the idea of cement 
flooring, but since cleaning 
would be an issue, we settled 
on tile,’ says Ankita. Meeting 
rooms are located adjacent to 
the reception, so that visitors 
don’t need to traverse the inner 

spaces of the office. Sound-
proof glass ensures privacy for 
discussions. 

Within, a world map at the 
far end is symbolic of the pres-
ence of the client’s business 
in 36 countries. Throughout 
the space, the ceiling is a 
combination of strips of wood 
and square white panels. The 
former defines walkways and 
creates direction through the 
lighting embedded in its sur-
face. ‘We used a recessed 
profile which was eight feet 
in length,’ says Ankita. The 
server and electrical rooms 
are access controlled and sit 
close to the directors’ cabins, 
due to the security concerns.

The designers have consciously steered away from 
the predictable blue and white colour palette of most 

IT offices. Consequently, shades of green define 
the reception, directing expectations of visitors at 
the entrance itself. The waiting area is dotted with 

Scandinavian furniture, furthering the 
contemporary aesthetic. 

A. Reception & 
waiting area, 

B. Meeting room-1, 

C. Meeting room-2, 

D. Sales & HR 
department, 

E. Electrical room, 

F. Cabin-2, 

G. Cabin-1, 

H. Director’s toilet, 

I. Server room, 

J. Director’s cabin, 

K. Work station area, 

L. World map, 

M. Marketing 
department, 

N. Conference, 

O. Cafeteria, 

P. Game zone, 

Q. Female toilet, 

R. Male toilet

Ankita Jain

Throughout the space, the ceiling is a combination 
of strips of wood and square white panels. The 
former defines walkways and creates direction 
through the lighting embedded in its surface.
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In the MD’s cabin, dark green upholstery and a table clock contribute to the retro feel, while a striking yellow couch makes a 
statement. Black and white pictures, the Leaning Tower of Pisa amongst them, create a European aesthetic. A narrow horizontal 
slit in the wall near the ceiling wraps around a corner, pumping up the style quotient.

Meeting rooms are located adjacent to the reception, so that visitors don’t need to traverse the inner spaces of the office. 
Soundproof glass ensures privacy for discussions.

The doors to the directors’ cabins are in solid wood, horizontal strips on their surface adding visual interest.

The warmth of exposed brick pervades the office.
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The doors to the directors’ 
cabins are in solid wood, 
horizontal strips on their sur-
face adding visual interest. 
In the MD’s cabin, FlexStone 
clads the wall, simulating a 
leather finish. A tripod floor 
lamp, dark green upholstery 
and a table clock contribute 
to the retro feel, while a strik-
ing yellow couch makes a 
statement. Black and white 
pictures, the Leaning Tower 
of Pisa amongst them, cre-
ate a European aesthetic. A 
narrow horizontal slit in the 
wall near the ceiling wraps 
around a corner, pumping 
up the style quotient. In the 
cabin of the Marketing Head, 
yellow shelving in customised 
MS defines the space. The 
Finance Director’s cabin has 
hexagonal shelving on the 
walls, in addition to a sleek 

customised template. There 
is very little storage through-
out the office, in the endeav-
our to go paperless. Around 
the cafeteria, there is space 
for table tennis and other 
indoor games – adding to the 
workspace engagement.

Imbuing the cold, high-tech 
world of information technol-
ogy with warmth and style, 
Ankita and Dhwanil have cre-
ated a calm, timeless work 
space…one which the staff 
look forward to returning to 
every morning.

office

The world map on the wall 
is symbolic of the presence 

of the client’s business in 36 
countries. The vitrified tile 
on the floor simulates the 

aesthetics of cement, without 
the accompanying issues of 

maintenance.

IO


